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1. With reference to the first action on the cipher machine 
patent application, the following consents are made* 

a. The mineral *1* should be added to the drawing* 

b. It Is believed that the validity of the conflicts 
with Howland can be coabatted as regards Claims 1, 2, 3, and 33* 

In Howland the electrical condition representing a character ie 
composed of the permutation of signalling unite and these unite 
are put through segments of a consultative device* Xn our appli- 
cation the electrical condition representing a character con- 
sists simply in the setting up of a single circuit, part of which 
traverses a conductor in a cipher wheel* This cipher wheel is not 
of tha nature of a commutator built up of segments as in Howland* 
Moreover, the series circuit referred to in our application has 
nothing to do with the electrical condition representing the mes- 
sage character, bat is simply a part of the mechanism for control- 
ling the displacements of the cipher wheel* There le nothing sim- 
ilar to this in Howland* 

c* Claim IB appears to be net by Wheeler, as cited, 
and can be withdrawn* 

£« Claim 24 may be withdrawn as unimportant* 

e» With reference to Claims 40 to 50, in accordance 
with your suggestion, X believe it advisable to challenge the 
rejection for part of those claims at least* Method claims may 
be found in many patents applicable to cryptographic devices 
and X refer specifically to snob as those of Vernem and Parker, 
both in connection with the printing telegraph cipher system of 
the Aaerican Telephone sad Telegraph Company* 


v i 
V, 


William F* Friedman* 


lApproved tor Release by NSA on 11-20-2013 pursuant to E.O. 135261 



